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On the Relationship between Central China and Neighboring Ethnicities

i”

in Mythology from the Change of Pronunciation for ‘R

WU Xiaodong

Abstract: The Chinese word “Ri” changed into many different pronunciations from “nijit” in Up—
per Ancient Times of which “ni” and “ji” exerted much impact on the culture of the
ensuing times. The ancient Chinese added a round - lip sound “uo” after the two
sounds hence called ni — uo or ji —uo in ancient Chinese language. In Central China
and neighboring ethnicities the traces of the two sounds are preserved. From these
sounds we can find the communication relationship in mythology between Central China
and its neighboring ethnicities.
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