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The Analysis of Poetic Rhyme and Melody of Oral Tradition
in Dai Nationality——Taking the Dai Nationality of Dehong
Xishuangbanna and Xinping as Example

QU Yong—=ian
( Institute of Ethnic Literature Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732  China)

Abstract: The common rhyme of Dai nationality poems is “End-Middle Rhyme” but the melodies of
the poems are various. Owing to the influence exerted by Buddhism the Dai nationality in Xishuang—
banna and Dehong Prefecture has certain languages. However the Yuanjiang and Honghe Drainage
Area have no language because Buddhism has not influenced those areas. Although most Dai nationali—
ty poems have been textualized they also can be divided into three groups: oral text the text of deri-
ving from oral and the text in terms of orientation of tradition. From the ancient oral text to the text in
terms of orientation of tradition the poems of the areas stick to the unified poetic rhyme that is
“End-Middle Rhyme”. In the oral text the exquisite chain “End-Middle Rhyme” can be found.

Key words: narrative poem of Dai nationality; oral tradition; Zhangha
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